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Peace Center Now 

Open at Old Brick 

Lori Nelson 

After an energizing and inspiring grand 
opening on March 4, the Peace 
Education and Action Center is now 
open on the ground floor of Old Brick.  
We have an office and peace resource 
library, as well as a large common room 
with kitchen shared among several 
groups in Old Brick. 

Thanks to the efforts of volunteers, the 
PEACE Iowa office is open 1:00-6:00 
p.m. every Wednesday and Friday.  
Approximately once a month, it will 
also be open Saturday 2:00-5:00 p.m., 
next on Saturday May 5.  We expect to 
expand office hours in the future. 

Phone 

PEACE Iowa does not currently have a 
phone, but we are in the process of 
exploring various phone and internet 
possibilities.  We should have our own 
phone number by mid-April. 

Web site 

Franklin Seiberling has kindly set up a 
web site for PEACE Iowa.  The address 
is peaceiowa.org.  It is very 
rudimentary at this point, but, like all 
things at PEACE Iowa, we expect to 
expand upon it in the near future. 

Creating a Culture 

of Peace Workshop 

Ken Beidler 

PEACE Iowa will host a weekend 
workshop April 28-29 in which 
participants will explore and experiment 
with the practice of active and creative 
nonviolence. This peace education 
program was developed by the interfaith 
organization, the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (FOR).  FOR facilitators 
from Minneapolis will present an 
interactive curriculum to nourish the 
vision and power of nonviolence 
through: 

• Reflecting on personal stories 
• Readings from nonviolence theory 
and practice (Gandhi, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., others) 
• Studying historical and 
contemporary examples of nonviolent 
action 
• Integrating our spirituality with the 
struggle for peace, justice and the 
welfare of all 
 
The workshop runs from approximately 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Saturday and 
continues on Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m.  A $75 registration fee covers 
materials, breakfast, and lunch.  A 
limited number of “scholarships” are 
available. Registration forms can be 
obtained at the PEACE Iowa office or 
online at: 
http://firstofiowacity.ia.us.mennonite.ne
t/First_Mennonite/Peace_Workshop/Re
gistration_Form 
 
For more information, contact the local 
organizer, Ken Beidler of First 
Mennonite Church, at (319) 338-0302 
or kbeidler@avalon.net. 
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Available at PEACE Iowa 

Meeting space for peace-related groups 
(with advance arrangement) 

Information about area peace groups 
and events—please feel free to put up 
event posters on the bulletin board 
across from the PEACE Iowa office 

Resource library—books, videos, 
DVDs, articles, children’s books—on 
war, peace, and non-violence 

Counter-recruitment pamphlets and 
DVDs 

“War is Not the Answer” yard signs and 
stakes ($5) 

Bumper stickers ($2) 

Fair trade Palestinian olive oil and olive 
oil soap, art calendars 

PEACE Iowa Needs 

We still need several items for this new 
peace center.  If you can donate any of 
the items listed below, please bring 
them by during office hours. 

• First class (.39) postage stamps 
• Scotch tape refill rolls 
• Small to medium-sized bulletin 
board with wooden frame 
• Facial tissues 
• Set of coat hooks*—the type with 
pegs or hooks in a row on a board 
• Pamphlet display rack* 
• Book display stands* 
• Cart* for TV and DVD player 
• Thick rope*—the type used for 
climbing or tug-of-war (we will use for 
tug-of-peace) 
 
*Used items in good condition are great, 
cost-effective and earth-friendly 

Youth Gathering 

Planned for May 19 
Lori Nelson 

On the first day the PEACE Iowa office 
was open, a parent of a high school 
student stopped in with an idea.  She 
and her daughter wanted to organize a 
meeting of high school students 
interested in peace.  They were 
concerned about the activities of 
recruiters at their high school and 
wanted to exchange ideas about 
counter-recruitment with students at 
other schools.   A presentation about 
becoming a conscientious objector was 
also suggested.  They felt students from 
smaller towns would especially 
welcome such a gathering of peace-
minded youth. 

Out of that conversation and subsequent 
conversations with other parents and 
youth, we have begun planning an event 
at PEACE Iowa for 8th-12th grade youth.  
We attempted to select a date that did 
not conflict with any important area 
high school events (impossible!), and 
settled on Saturday May 19, 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Free, with lunch 

provided. 

A planning meeting will be held at 
PEACE Iowa, 1:00 p.m., Saturday, 
April 14.  Anyone who wants to help 
organize this event is welcome.  Details 
will be determined at the meeting, but 
preliminary ideas for the youth 
gathering include:  

• Idea exchange 
• Counter-recruitment resources and 
strategies 
• Watch a counter-recruitment DVD 
• Conscientious objection 
• Active non-violence 
• Education on a current issue (Iran?) 
• Lunch and socializing 
• Tug-of-peace  

May 3 at PEACE Iowa: Joseph Gerson to discuss 

his book Empire and the Bomb 

 

Thursday evening May 3, at 7:00 p.m., PEACE Iowa will host Joseph Gerson, 

author of the recent book Empire and the Bomb: How the US Uses Nuclear 

Weapons to Dominate the World. Gerson’s appearance at PEACE Iowa is part 

of a speaking and book tour sponsored by the American Friends Service 

Committee. 

Gerson, AFSC program director in New England, has been working on nuclear 

issues for many years and works regularly with the Hibakusha of Japan. His 

work is current and explores the tensions between the US and Iran.  Kate 

Hudson of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament describes Gerson as 

combining “the rigor of a scholar and the heart of a lifelong activist.” 

Daniel Ellsberg notes, "Gerson has uncovered the radioactive vein in our secret 

foreign policy. He helps us understand why the likelihood of nuclear war is 

greater now than before the fall of the Berlin wall."   

For more information about Gerson or his speaking/book tour: Kathleen 

McQuillen, American Friends Service Committee, 515-274-4851, ext: 22 

NOTE: We are looking for a volunteer to record Gerson’s presentation and get it 

on PATV.  Contact PEACE Iowa if you are able to help. 

.  
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Plans, Brainstorming 
We are in various stages of planning or 
considering the following activities.  
Please let us know if you have an 
interest in any of these events.  

• Panel of Iowans from Military 
Families Speak Out 
• Forum on Iran 
• Iowans and Iranians Cultivating 
Peace 
• Parenting for Peace discussion 
• Peace story time for young kids 
• “Heroes Without Violence” 
program for grade school kids 

 
 

Peace Scholarship 
Essay Contest for 
Iowa High School 
Juniors and Seniors 
Dick Clark 

The Peace with Justice Essay contest is 
open to students who are high school 
juniors and seniors during the current 
school year and who live in Iowa or 
attend an Iowa high school. They need 
not be members of a United Methodist 
Church nor any other religious body. 

To enter the essay contest, write an 
essay no longer than 1500 words. This 
year’s topic is: “Achieving Peace 
Through Justice.” 

There will be three winners. Each one 
will receive a $500.00 scholarship 
award.  

Completed essays must by typewritten 
(not handwritten) and should be sent to 
the Iowa Conference Peace with Justice 
Coordinator, Rev. Dick Clark, 3220 
Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA, 50613, 
postmarked no later than April 15, 
2007.  

It is preferred that essays be sent by 
email by the same date to 
sttimsrevdick@cfu.net. Essays will be 
judged by a committee chosen by the 
Iowa Conference Board of Church & 
Society of the United Methodist 
Church. Winners’ names will be 
announced and scholarships presented 
during the Iowa Annual Conference 
session, June 7-10, 2007, at the Hilton 
Coliseum in Ames. 

Calendar continued  

Saturday May 19 

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Old Brick 

Common Room (ground floor) 

Youth Gathering 

Idea exchange and activities for 

youth (8
th
-12

th
 grade) interested in 

peace.  See page 2 for details 

. 

. 

April & May 
Events Calendar 

Wednesday April 4 

6:30 p.m., Old Brick 

Common Room (ground floor) 

PEACE TALKS 

Discussion facilitated by Garry 

Klein and Mona Shaw. 

Saturday April 14 

1:00 p.m., Old Brick 

Common Room (ground floor) 

Planning meeting for youth 

gathering 

Anyone who wants to help 

organize the May 19 youth 

gathering is welcome. 

 

Saturday & Sunday April 28-29 

Two-day work shop, Old Brick 

Common Room (ground floor) 

Creating a Culture of Peace 

See page 1 for details  

 

Tuesday May 1 

3:00 p.m., UI Pentacrest 

Walk out on war 

Sponsored by UI Anti-War 

Committee and School for 

Moral Courage, in conjunction 

with a national effort.  For more 

info: 

www.schoolformoralcourage.c

om/walkoutonwar.html 

 

Thursday May 3 

7:00 p.m., Old Brick 

Common Room (ground floor) 

Empire & the Bomb: How the 

US Uses Nuclear Weapons to 

Dominate the World 

Joseph Gerson 

See page 2 for details. 

Saturday May 5 

2:00-5:00 p.m. 

Special PEACE Iowa office 

hours 

Drop in to share ideas, browse 

the resource library, or get a yard 

sign or bumper sticker. 

Friday Peace Vigil 
in Iowa City  
Every Friday—rain, snow, or 
shine—peace supporters stand with 
their signs from 5:15-5:45 p.m., at 
the corner of Clinton St. & 
Washington St., in downtown Iowa 
City.  Depending on the week, 5 to 
25 people may show up. Anyone is 
welcome to join them. 
 
There is sometimes also a smaller 
Friday noon peace vigil on the 
pedestrian mall.  For information, 
miriamtimmer@yahoo.com. 
 
The next PEACE Iowa newsletter 
will feature other eastern Iowa 
peace vigils.  If you know of any 
regular vigils, contact us at 
info@peaceiowa.org. 
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PEACE TALKS 
Wednesday April 4 
PEACE TALKS is a comfortable space 
and time for peace seekers to 
reinvigorate mind and spirit and to help 
each other continue peace work.  Garry 
Klein and Mona Shaw will facilitate the 
discussion. 

Wednesday, April 4, 6:30 p.m. 
PEACE Iowa at Old Brick 

If there is interest, this may become a 
monthly event. 

 

 

 

Peace Education and 
Action Center of 
Eastern Iowa 

 

• Make visible the way of peace.  
Increase awareness of the presence 
of peace-minded individuals and 
groups in eastern Iowa, and support 
their endeavors.  

 

• Facilitate community, common 
purpose, and cooperative action 
among diverse peace-oriented 
groups.  Draw from the peace 
traditions of many faiths and from 
secular movements promoting 
peace. 

 

• Inspire and educate future 
generations of peacemakers. 

 

• Connect eastern Iowans to people 
affected by violent conflicts around 
the world, in order to hear first-
hand their experiences, 
perspectives, and needs. 

 

• Foster communication between 
eastern Iowans and ordinary people 
in nations and groups labeled our 
"enemies."  

 

• Serve as a resource for individuals 
who want to learn about historical 
peace traditions and movements. 

 

• Educate ourselves and others about 
the links between war and political, 
social, and economic practices. 

• Provide resources to help eastern 
Iowans make personal choices that 
decrease the likelihood of war and 
promote international peace.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEACE Iowa 

Old Brick, ground floor 

26 E. Market St. 

Iowa City, IA  52245 
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